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Together with a small metal beacon on the east breakwater, the Cleveland West Pierhead Light marks
the main entrance to Cleveland Harbor. The arrowhead breakwaters were built 1904-1909 to protect

the harbor from prevailing northerly winds. In 1908, $45,000 was appropriated for two "light-
stations" to mark the channel into the harbor. The West Pierhead Light, erected 1909-1910, consists
of a 4-story brick tower sheathed with wood. The conical tower, painted white, features windows with
segmental architraves and an entrance vestibule with three-part entablature. There is a basement,
galley on the first floor, and living quarters on the second, third, and fourth floors (no longer
occupied). Above this is a watchroom with a circular gallery supported on brackets. The circular
lantern rises above the watchroom. Although the light was converted to electric lens drive igonroves
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Harbor light & fog signal Harbor light & fog signal
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DESCRIPTION (CONTINUED)
1960, it is still shone through a 4th-order Fresnel lens bearing the marking of "Barbier & Benard,
Paris, 1884." The light, which has a focal plane height of 63' above mean lake level, shows an
alternating white and red flash. On the north side of the light, a covered passage connects the
tower to a 14-story steel-framed fog signal house, built in 1916. The gable-roofed building, 29' x
31', is clad with 4" steel plates. New fog signal apparatus was installed in 1964.
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